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i50 Deioiptian oftha Abbey of Bam Manga. [April, 



^nd undecorated with trophies, will 
sink into oblivion amidst the ciyilized 
world, save in the memory of the 
tunnane phibnfliropist, who can duly 
appreciate the yalue of his Jabourt, 
in converting a lawless race of sav- 
»^ into nseful and peaceable citizeiB> 
without the effusion of blood, by the 
mild butcertain method of reciprocal 
benefit. 



For the Belfast Monthly Magazine. 

DBSCRFPTIOt* OP THE RDINED ABBEY 
OP BONA MARGA, IN THE COUNTT 
ANTRIM. 

ALONG the extensive coast of 
the county Antrim, are scattered 
several ruins, whose origin is gene- 
rally lost in fable, but whose rude 
and massive architecture evince their 
remote antiquity. Many of these 
were evidently intended for perma- 
nent castles of defence against the 
predatory invasions of the Scotch.— 
Some for the residence of the baro- 
nial chieftain, and others for tempo- 
rary watch-towers. Amid this num- 
ber of Gothic remains, the only mo- 
nastic building on the coast ,is the 
abbey of Bona Marga, which was 
founaed in 1569, by Charles M'Don- 
nell, for monks eif the Franciscan 
order, and which may be ranked 
ainong the latest of the monastic 
edifices tsised in Ireland. It is sito- 
ated about a quarter of a mile from 
the village of Ballycastk, command- 
hig to the west a view of the ocean, 
with the bold outVnes of the rocks 
that rise in many a fantastic shape 
Siong the coast ; to the south tlie 
andulating line of the moantaio of 
KnOck-lead, and to the east the ex- 
tensive glen of Carey. The chapel 
is one hundred feet in length, and 
thirty-foOr in bieadth. The refectory, 
cells, and other apartments, are too 
much dilapidated to allow any ac- 
curate description of their former 
size. The eastern gabel of the chapel 
which is still in a tolerable state of 
preservation is adorned with several 
well executed devices in bass relief, 
which however are now rapidly monl- 
dering to decay. To the east of the 
great entrance to the chapel are the 
remains of a small edilice with narrow 
pohitcd gabcis, which seems to iiave 



been the iodge of a porter, or lajr- 
brotfeer. Iftc venerable stillness of 
this sacred spot, the. numerous reliques 
of mbrtality that surround it, and the 
remembrance it produces of days 
that liave been, give it even in its 
present desoilated state an appearance 
more interesting, more impressive than 
it possessed when rising in all its 
pl^itude of' monkish pnde ; for, in 
viewing a jvell finished modern struc- 
ture, there is a ne plvs ultra, upon 
which the eye and' mind are equally 
forced to rest. But in the conteni- 
plation of an "ancient ruin, there is 
such room for imagination to add a 
thousand ornamental touches, such 
softened regret for the transiency of 
jwman workmanship, that its greatest 
interest arises from its decay, and it 
is fr6m this principle that many a 
coarse and barbarous mass of Gothic 
labour, has, from a lapse of time 
mouldered into beauty. 

The view of Bona Marga has of 
late been necessarily injured by the 
addition of a new roof to a small 
oratory whkh was built adjoining the 
greatAbbey church, by a former Earl 
of Antrim, over the ashes of several 
•f his family, whose burial place it 
is ; a wmdow in this oratory has al<- 
so been stopped up, over which i» 
an inscriptioji, now rendered almost 
illegible, but of which the foUowii/g 
is an accuvate copy : 

In Del Dei-parisqiie virginis hoiiorem, 

Nbbilisvimus atque illustiissimte 

Kandtilpbus M'Oomiell 

eomes De Antrim, 

Hor saeeltuni fieri curarit, 

AiSiio Dom. 1621. 
In the Antrim vault there is a 
singular inscription, in Irish clwracters, 
on tlie coffin of the first Marquis of 
Antrim, a transcript of which, with a 
translation, shall appear in an emjuine 
Magazine. j^ 

For the Belfast Monthly Magazine. 

CAMP MEETINGS. 

1 LATELY received the following 
account of one of the Camp-meet- 
mgs so common in America, from an 
iutelligent Correspondent, in New 
York. It may probably be gratify- 
ing to several of your readers, as it 
holds out in a strong point of view. 



